Friday, July 8, 2011

New Hawks at Hawk Hill
When we first moved to this farm we took some time to decide on at
name for the farm. However several walks to the back of the farm gave
us the obvious name for the farm.
First we live on a hill and in this area there are not too many of them.
From the very top of our hill we can see the hills of Quebec to the north
and those of New York to the south. We really are wedged into that top
eastern corner of Ontario.
Second, there was at least one pair of red tailed hawks nesting on our
property; one at the top of the hill and one in the woodlot partway down
to the back. Over the years those birds have moved on but we have had
marsh hawks, sharp shinned hawks and others for the summer.
This year we saw a Kestrel for the first time in years... and she has taken up residence at the end
of our barn, nesting in a pocket between the ceiling of the stable and the floor of the hay loft. We
have 4 very determined chicks staring at us out of the hole between the boards.
We used to have starlings nesting in the same area but I think
they became "Take out".
We have deer in the backyard, turkeys in the pasture and the
occasional skunk chowing down on the cat food in the garage.
Check out the babes and their next door neighbours, a nest
crammed with barn swallows.
As an aside we just took our 50 day weights on our lambs. They ranged from 32 lbs for a ewe
lamb in a set of triplets to a 70 lb ram lamb (one of a set of twins). Our daily average gain is 0.83
lbs.
TTFN,
Laurie

