
Saturday, October 24, 2009

Chores for a blustery day

The English language has some words that perfectly describe something and "blustery" is one of
them. It is wet, windy and generally miserable. We are doing some repairs to the fire brick on our
stove so the house is only marginally more comfortable without the drying heat of burning wood.
So what do you do on a blustery day.... things that you have put off doing because it is too nice
outside to miss an opportunity for outside chores. In this case it was vaccinate, hoof trim and
weigh the ewe lambs and weigh the two remaining ram lambs.

The whole process of vaccinating, trimming and weighing the ewes was done in less than an hour
and most of that was catching and moving them. Once we have all our chutes and tilt table set up
we hope to cut that time down considerably. The ewes were all in good body condition and have
gained at a reasonable rate. We don't want them to get fat so they are growing on mainly second
cut hay and a small amount of grain.

The two remaining ram lambs were not able to compete with the bigger rams for feed and had
not gained at the same rate which is why they had not been shipped yet. Now that they are alone
and we have upped their grain and added a bit of soy meal their rate of gain as jumped with one
gaining nearly a pound a day. They will both get shipped at the end of November.

Now into the house to add the data to the growth charts.

A blustery night is popcorn in front the TV.

Later
Laurie


