Sunday, July 10, 2011

Yoda grows up
We would like to introduce Yoda. He is a North Country
Cheviot/Hampshire cross ram that was born on this farm May
15th, 2011. Yoda was one of a set of twins along with his sister
"Little Girl" and is the son of Winston, our purebred Hampshire
ram and Rough, our purebred North Country Cheviot.

Yoda was a last ditch effort to save some of Winston's genetics.
Winston had a respiratory problem last winter that was really resistant to treatment and despite
all our efforts we lost him in the middle of January. Necropsy results showed that he had a
massive lung abcess that was resistant to all the antibiotic treatment because it effectively was
sealed off. Fortunately it was not communicable but unfortunately it occurred right at breeding
season. Winston was able to breed one ewe before he died, Rough. We despirately waited to see
what she would have and thankfully she had a stunning ram lamb who weighed 16 lbs at birth.
Rough and her two daughters have routinely produced wonderful lambs that grow rapidly and
dress out well. The stats from the mother's side and superb stats from the sire's side were enough
for us to decide to keep Yoda as a terminal sire replacement... at least for a few years.
Yoda has continued to thrive, tipping the scale at 70 lbs at 50 days of age with an average daily
gain of over a pound a day. Gotta love those genetics.
Why Yoda...first it is a 'Y' year for registrations of purebreds. No Yoda is not purebred but we
use the same numbering for all our flock regardless if they are pure or not; second, with those
ears could it be anything other than Yoda.
Keep posted in the future for Yoda babies... probably not next year but the year following.
TTFN,
Laurie

